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DCC Overview

• DCC is the California state agency that licenses and regulates cannabis 
businesses.

DCC regulates:

o Growing of cannabis plants (cultivators)
o Manufacture of cannabis products (manufacturers)
o Transportation and tracking of cannabis goods throughout the state 

(distributors)
o Testing of cannabis goods (testing laboratories)
o Sale of cannabis goods (retailers)
o Events where cannabis is sold or used (temp. cannabis events)
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Wha t  is  the  De p a rtm e nt  o f Ca nna b is Contro l? 
(DCC)



DCC Overview

• DCC was formed by consolidating three former state cannabis authorities:
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How De p a rtm e nt  o f Ca nna b is Contro l (DCC) 
wa s fo rm e d

Bureau of
Cannabis Control

Ca lifornia  Depa rtm ent
of Consum er Affa irs

Ca lCa nna b is  Cu lt iva t io n  
Lice nsing  Divis io n
Ca lifornia  Depa rtm ent

of Food  a nd  Ag riculture

Ma nufa ctu re d  Ca nna b is  
Sa fe ty  Bra nch

Ca lifornia  Depa rtm ent 
of Pub lic Hea lth



DCC Overview

DCC Divisions

• Administration
• Compliance
• Enforcement
• Equity & Inclusion
• Government Affairs

• Information Technology Services
• Laboratory Services
• Legal Affairs
• Licensing
• Policy & Research
• Public Affairs

4



DCC Overview

DCC – Mission, Vision, Va lue s

Mission
Through innovative policies and 
effective implementation, the 
Department advances and facilitates a 
well-regulated, legal market that 
benefits all Californians.

Vision
California has a safe, sustainable and 
equitable cannabis market that serves 
as an example for the world.
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Values: Integ rity, Fa irness, Innova tion, Knowledg e , Colla bora tion, Support



Licensed Cannabis Businesses

Ove rvie w o f o u r  Lice nse s
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DCC Overview

• Dual regulatory structure: cannabis businesses are 
subject to regulation at both the state and local levels.

• Local jurisdictions may prohibit the establishment or 
operation of cannabis businesses

• 56% – 302 cit ie s a nd  countie s do  not  a llow a ny type  of 
ca nna b is business

• 61% – 327 cit ie s a nd  countie s do  not  a llow a ny type  of 
re ta il ca nna b is business

• Find  pe rm issib le  jurisd ict ions:
• http s:/ / ca nna b is.ca .g ov/ ca nna b is-la ws/ where -

ca nna b is-businesses-a re -a llowed /
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Dua l Lice nsing  Mod e l

https://cannabis.ca.gov/cannabis-laws/where-cannabis-businesses-are-allowed/
https://cannabis.ca.gov/cannabis-laws/where-cannabis-businesses-are-allowed/


DCC Overview

Lice nse s b y the  num b e rs

• During its first year of 
operation, the DCC issued 
more than 4,000 new 
licenses and transitioned 
almost 1,000 licensees from 
provisional to annual.

• Since launch, DCC has 
issued almost 8,500 
cannabis licenses since 2021.

• Search for a license with our 
Cannabis Unified License 
Search by clicking Search 
for a license on our 
homepage
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Overview of Cannabis Compliance

Co m p lia nce  Divis io n
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DCC Overview

• Roles
o Routine  Com plia nce  Inspections
o Com pla int  Investig a tions
o Reca lls  & Rem ed ia tions
o Tra ck a nd  Tra ce  Surve illa nce
o Discip lina ry a nd  Adm inistra t ive  Actions
o Technica l Assista nce

• Focus
o Educa tion of industry to  m a inta in com plia nce

o Environm enta l a nd  a dm inistra t ive  com plia nce

o Industry integ rity
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Com p lia nce  Division



Enforcement Division 

Unifie d  Ca nna b is  Enfo rce m e nt  Ta sk 
Fo rce
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DCC Overview

• DCC’s Law Enforcement Division is responsible for conducting and 
supporting criminal investigations of illegal commercial cannabis activity in 
California to protect consumers and support the legitimacy of the legal 
market and preservation of California resources. 

• The DCC’s Law Enforcement Division seized over $1B worth of illegal 
cannabis in its first 13 months of existence. 
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Enforce m e nt  Division



DCC Overview

On October 5, 2022, Governor Newsom  a nnounced  the  crea tion of the  Unified  
Ca nna b is Enforcem ent Ta skforce  (UCETF). 
UCETF is a  new m ult i-a g ency, cross-jurisd ict iona l ta skforce  of enforcem ent 
a g encies desig ned  to  be tte r coord ina te  a g encies com ba tt ing  illeg a l ca nna b is 
ope ra tions a nd  tra nsna tiona l crim ina l org a niza tions. 
Mem bers of UCETF include  the  Depa rtm ent of Ta x & Fee  Adm inistra t ion, The  
Depa rtm ent of Toxic Substa nces Contro l, a nd  the  Ca lifornia  Em ploym ent 
Deve lopm ent Depa rtm ent.
During the first two quarters of 2023, UCETF has served 113 search 
warrants, seized over $161M of cannabis products, and confiscated 23 
firearms.

13

Unite d  Ca nna b is Enforce m e nt  Ta sk Force  
(UCETF)



Shaping the future 

Ca nna b is  Ad viso ry  Co m m it te e  (CAC)
14



DCC Overview

The CAC advises the DCC leadership on the development of relevant standards 
a nd  reg ula t ions for com m ercia l ca nna b is businesses, includ ing  those  necessa ry to  
p rotect  pub lic hea lth a nd  sa fe ty. The  CAC m ee ts qua rte rly. 

CAC subcom m ittees include :
• Equity
• Cultiva tion
• Medicina l Use
• La bora tory
• Public Hea lth & Com m unity Im pa ct
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Ca nna b is Ad visory Com m it te e



Grants

Gra n t  Fu nd ing
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DCC Overview

On April 25, 2023 the Department of Cannabis Control awarded $20 million in 
re sea rch g ra nts to  16 a ca dem ic inst itut ions in Ca lifornia . 

Resea rch top ics a wa rded  fund ing  include : 

• A Translational Study on the Short- and Long-term Effects of High-dose THC.
• An Evaluation of Synthetic and Semi-Synthetic Cannabinoids.
• The State of Medical Cannabis in California.
• Assessing the Health of California’s Cannabis Industry.
• The Adverse Effects of Inhaled Cannabis Concentrates (dabs) Compared to Smoked 

Cannabis: A controlled human-drug administration study of cannabis potency.
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Ca nna b is Aca d e m ic Re se a rch Gra nt



DCC Overview

Provides $20 million in funding to local governments that do not currently license 
ca nna b is re ta il businesses to  a ssist  the  jurisd ict ions in deve lop ing  a nd  
im p lem enting  loca l ca nna b is re ta ile r licensing  p rog ra m s.

Priorit izes loca l jurisd ict ions tha t  p ropose  to :
• Assist  ca nna b is equity businesses
• Address g a ps in consum er a ccess
• Pla n to  pe rm it  ca nna b is re ta ile rs throug h exist ing  business pe rm itt ing  

p rocesses
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Loca l J urisd ict ion Re ta il Acce ss Gra nt



DCC Overview

• This grant program is being distributed in two phases:

o Phase I: a wa rds fund ing  to  jurisd ict ions to  deve lop  a nd  im p lem ent a  loca l 
ca nna b is re ta ile r licensing  p rog ra m  (up  to  $10  m illion to ta l fund ing ; a wa rded  
by J une  20 , 2023)

Over $4M was awarded to 18 local jurisdictions during Phase I of the 
program.

o Phase II: awards funding to jurisdictions based on the number of cannabis 
retail permits issued (at least $10 million total funding, maximum $2 million 
per jurisdiction; awarded on or after June 30, 2023

19

Loca l J urisd ict ion Re ta il Acce ss Gra nt  – Two 
Pha se s



DCC Overview

• Board of State and Community Corrections (BSCC) Prop 64 Funding
o Elig ib ility: cit ie s a nd  countie s tha t  ha ve  not ba nned  both indoor a nd  outdoor 

com m ercia l ca nna b is cult iva tion, or re ta il sa le  of ca nna b is.
o Provides funds to  loca l g overnm ents to  a ssist  with la w enforcem ent, fire  p rotection, 

a nd  othe r loca l p rog ra m s a dd ressing  pub lic hea lth a nd  sa fe ty a ssocia ted  with Prop  
64  im p lem enta tion.

o http s:/ / www.bscc.ca .g ov/ p roposit ion-64 -pub lic-hea lth-sa fe ty-g ra nt-p rog ra m

• Governor’s Office  of Business a nd  Econom ic Deve lopm ent (GO-Biz) Equity Gra nts
o Fund ing  to  a id  loca l equity p rog ra m  e fforts to  support  equity a pp lica nts a nd  

licensees.
o Equity a ssessm ents, deve lopm ent of a  loca l equity p rog ra m , a nd  a ssista nce  for 

equity a pp lica nts a nd  licensees.
o http s:/ / business.ca .g ov/ ca nna b is-equity-g ra nts-p rog ra m -for-loca l-jurisd ict ions
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Othe r Ca nna b is Gra nt  Op p ortunit ie s

https://www.bscc.ca.gov/proposition-64-public-health-safety-grant-program
https://business.ca.gov/cannabis-equity-grants-program-for-local-jurisdictions


DCC Overview

• CHP Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program (CTFGP)
o Fund ing  for loca l g overnm ents a nd  qua lified  nonprofit  org a niza tions.
o DUI la w enforcem ent & p revention, a nd  p rog ra m s tha t  he lp  enforce  tra ffic la ws, 

educa te  the  pub lic in tra ffic sa fe ty, a nd  reduce  tra ffic fa ta lit ie s & injurie s.
o http s:/ / www.chp .ca .g ov/ Resea rchAndPla nning SectionSite / Pa g es/ Ca nna b is-Ta x-

Fund-Gra nt-Prog ra m .a spx
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Othe r Ca nna b is Gra nt  Op p ortunit ie s

https://www.chp.ca.gov/ResearchAndPlanningSectionSite/Pages/Cannabis-Tax-Fund-Grant-Program.aspx
https://www.chp.ca.gov/ResearchAndPlanningSectionSite/Pages/Cannabis-Tax-Fund-Grant-Program.aspx


Overview of Equity and inclusion

Divisio n  o f Eq u ity  a nd  I nclu sio n
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DCC Overview

The Governor, State of California, and the DCC are 
com m itted  to  crea ting  a dd it iona l opportunit ie s for 

ind ividua ls a nd  com m unitie s tha t  ha ve  been neg a tive ly 
im pa cted  by the  crim ina liza tion of ca nna b is.
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Eq uity in the  Ca nna b is Ma rke t



DCC Overview

California a llows for the  expung em ent of records, supports for business ownership , 
a nd  p rovides support  to  non-p rofits  in com m unit ie s tha t  ha ve  been neg a tive ly 
im pa cted  by the  crim ina liza t ion of ca nna b is throug h com m unity re investm ent 
g ra nts.

Over the  la st  four yea rs, the  Governor’s Office  of Business a nd  Econom ic 
Deve lopm ent (GO-Biz) ha s com m itted  ove r $105 m illion dolla rs to  support  loca l 
jurisd ict ions a s they deve lop  a nd  im p lem ent equity p rog ra m s.
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Sta te  Sup p ort  fo r Eq uity Busine sse s



DCC Overview

The department supports local jurisdictions in improving outcomes for equity 
a pp lica nts.

The  DCC p rovides technica l a ssista nce  to  equity business owners, m a na g es a  fee  
re lie f p rog ra m  a nd  hig hlig hts p rom ising  p ra ctices for loca l jurisd ict ions.

Currently working  to  enha nce  our equity p resence  on DCC’s website , offe ring  tools, 
re sources, a nd  g uida nce . 
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DCC Sup p ort  fo r Eq uity Busine sse s



DCC Overview

Local jurisdictions across the state are primarily responsible for implementing 
equity p rog ra m s. Loca l jurisd ict ions use  funds p rovided  by GO-Biz a s we ll a s loca l 
fund ing .

Loca l jurisd ict ions ca n he lp  by ensuring  tha t  peop le  m ost  ha rm ed  a nd  
econom ica lly d isa dva nta g ed  by ca nna b is crim ina liza t ion ca n a ccess se rvices, 
re sources, a nd  a ssista nce  to  he lp  them  ente r the  ca nna b is industry a s 
entrep reneurs

26

Loca l Sup p ort  fo r Eq uity Busine sse s



Contact Us

Co nne ct ing  with  the  DCC
27



DCC Overview

• For general information:
info@cannabis.ca.gov

• To file a complaint:
complaints@cannabis.ca.gov

• For licensing questions:
licensing@cannabis.ca.gov

• For local jurisdictions: 
licensingoutreach@cannabis.ca.gov

• For equity questions:
equity@cannabis.ca.gov
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How to  Re a ch Us

mailto:info@cannabis.ca.gov
mailto:complaints@cannabis.ca.gov
mailto:licensing@cannabis.ca.gov
mailto:licensingoutreach@cannabis.ca.gov
mailto:equity@cannabis.ca.gov


Tha nk Yo u
29

Eugene Hillsman
Deputy Director, Equity & Inclusion
eugene.hillsman@cannabis.ca.gov
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